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MARKETS 
 
Advice Notes 

Local authorities, including parish and community councils, have wide powers to 
operate markets.  The principal common law and statutory powers relied upon are: a 
Royal Charter of Letters Patent, Custom or prescription and Part III of the Food Act 
1984.  Thus, many long-established markets have the benefit of Royal Charters, or 
have been in existence so long that they have the benefit of custom and/or 
prescription.   

Part III of the Food Act 1984 provides a firm basis (in the absence of other powers) for 
local councils to operate markets. 

Section 50 of the Food Act 1984 provides for the establishment or acquisition of 
markets, and subsequent sections include powers to appoint market days and hours. 
(s. 52), to determine charges (s. 53) and to make market byelaws (s. 60).   

But the Food Act itself says that it does not override the common law and those 
entitled to run a market in one place may be able (at common law) to stop a new Food 
Act market from being arranged within six and two-thirds miles of an existing market.  
(That common law protection may not work the other way around; a Food Act Market 
is probably not entitled to prevent other markets from being set up within six and two-
thirds miles.)  

Where the district, or county borough or unitary council currently holds a market, there 
is scope for agency arrangements to be concluded enabling the parish and community 
council to take on responsibility for such a market. 

 


