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Soham station is being funded by the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority. 

Reconnecting Soham 
Newsletter
Welcome to our second 
Community Newsletter for the new 
Soham station development.
The new station is now taking shape. Work has 
been underway on the site since September 
2020 and has accelerated over recent months 
since the main construction work commenced in 
March.
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The last three months have seen the station 
platform installed, track ballast replaced, the 
access road being created, the car park area 
being prepared, power lines removed and a 
range of other vital construction and preparation 
activities on site. Away from the site, the new 
footbridge is being built and prepared for 
delivery. 

Joint Network Rail 
and Murphy team.

During the design and survey work for the 
new station, we found that there was a need 
to replace the old stone layer (called ballast) 
beneath a section of track. Ballast is important 
to maintain good performance and reduce rail 
wear and fatigue. To complete these works, 
we brought in a 500-tonne crane one 
weekend in June with 18 synchronised robotic 
track lifting units to lift out 350 metres of track. 
The old ballast was replaced with new stone 
and the track reinstated to new levels and 
alignment for the platform, ready for Monday 
morning train services. This involved detailed 
planning and coordination to ensure an 
accurate track alignment by a joint workforce 
of over 140 from Network Rail and Murphy.

Track improvement
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Platform built 
in a weekend!

The team 
constructing 
the new 
platform.

Over a weekend in May the new station 
platform was constructed. The new platform 
consists of bespoke concrete sections with an 
expanded polystyrene base. Following careful 
measurement of the area and preparation of a 
level surface, the sections were lifted into place 
with trackside and rail-based vehicles during a 
52-hour track closure.

The new steel footbridge for the station has been constructed by Murphy in 
Ireland. After being painted in Doncaster, it will be delivered to the site in sections 
ready to be assembled and lifted into place.

Footbridge fabrication.

Greater Anglia will manage the station and operate Soham services between Ipswich and Peterborough. 
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If you have any questions or concerns about our work to build the new station, please 

contact Network Rail’s 24hr helpline by calling 03457 11 41 41. Follow us on Twitter 

@networkrailANG using the hashtag #Sohamstation Please visit our project 

webpage: www.networkrail.co.uk/reconnecting-soham

There has been ongoing engagement with 
nearby residents as the development has 
progressed. Despite the current challenges of 
engaging directly with the wider community, the 
team are keen to involve local people in the 
scheme, so if you have any ideas about any 
local groups who would like to know more about 
the new station development, please get in 
contact.

Community 
Engagement

Want to
contact us?
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In July the footbridge is being assembled 
ready to be lifted into place shortly. August will 
see activity to complete the drainage works, 
the car park and the access road. 

Handover of the completed station is expected 
in October, for final commissioning activities 
ready for it coming into service from December 
2021.

Further information and updates can be 
found on the project website:

www.networkrail.co.uk/reconnecting-
soham

Access road progress 

Timeline of construction

Time-lapse on website
The project website now includes time-lapse 
videos of the construction, as well as further 
information about the station and background 
to it.

www.networkrail.co.uk/reconnecting-
soham

The station access road has been upgraded 
and the utility services to provide the new 
station have been installed (below).

Ecology & Biodiversity
Throughout the works the team have taken 
great care to protect the local ecology and 
ensure that all work is undertaken with the 
appropriate expert oversight and approvals.

In June and July, further newt relocation has 
been underway. Ecologists have been on site 
ensuring that the habitats of birds, water voles 
and other creatures are protected. In addition 
to creating the new receptor site for the newts, 
the team are looking in to opportunities to 
provide environmental enhancements in the 
area.


