
Where are the Modern Peeler’s? 

 
This is a question that I have recently faced, after incidents involving family and the 
attempts to get the support of the Police service. Both occurrences were in a Rural 
setting. 
 
At about 5am, whilst walking the dogs, coming across a young lady prostrate on the 
pavement and not responding to questioning a 999 telephone call was made to Police. 
The operator suggested that the best course of action was for the person making the 
discovery to telephone the Ambulance Service. 
 

I have always considered that the Preservation of Life was uppermost in  
the duties of a Police Officer. 

 
At 10.30pm a small dog had been barking outside the rear door of a Residential 
property for about 30 minutes. A telephone call to 101 resulted in 25 minutes of waiting 
for the call to be answered and all the while continual prompting for the enquiry to be 
made via the Internet. In frustration, terminating the call, the Internet was accessed 
which resulted in a request for a form to be filled in and submitted for consideration. 
 

Should the dog have been barking because it’s owner was incapacitated 
within the property, prompt action by the Police would have been 
beneficial. 

 
I accept that these examples are minor in comparison to many of the duties carried out 
by Officers in the Police Service, but they do represent concerned Citizens seeking 
help. I have always maintained that being Pro-active is a better preventative measure 
than being Re-active. 
 
 At an age of 77 years, married for 53 years and having Children, Grandchildren and 
Great Grandchildren, I consider myself as being representative of the wider Community. 
 
In addition, having been employed for 49 years in the Public Sector, including as a 
Constable for 30 years in the City of London Police, I do have experience of Serving the 
Public. 
 
It is with obvious regret that it is reported that some of today’s Chief Constables and 
Police and Crime Commissioners should voice the opinion that the Public should not 
expect the Service of Yesteryear, in view of financial Cutbacks and the need to prioritise 
calls for assistance. 
 
I have always believed that when facing a problem, learning from experience and a 
great deal of lateral thinking could provide the means for finding a solution. 
 
With the current situation in Central Government and the demonstration of Politicians 
striving to gain support, offering a variety of suggestions for a better future, it may be the 
time for them to look back to 1829 at the then Prime Minister’s, Sir Robert Peel, radical 
proposal for the introduction of the Bow Street Runners.  



 
Sir Robert’s foresight appears to be a somewhat similar solution to the situation 
Members of the Public find themselves in today, in that there is a need to combat ever 
increasing low level crime and the methods being used by Authority are not meant for 
purpose. 
 
It would be my contention that the Principles of Policing that are attributed to Sir Robert 
Peel need to be revisited, assessed and steps taken to re-engage the Police Service 
with the Community as a Whole, thereby regaining the respect and support that is so 
deserving of today’s Officers. 
 
I am of the opinion that these Principles are as relevant today as in 1829, when Sir 
Robert Peel fought to get Authority to face up to a growing problem of Crime with his 
foresight.  
 
I make this suggestion knowing that, in 2019, we have a 10 year window in which to 
rebuild the Service in order that the Public at Large can be proud to Celebrate the 
introduction of ‘The Peelers’ 200 years ago in 1829.    
 

Sir Robert Peel’s Nine Principles of Policing 

 

The nine principles developed by Sir Robert Peel have endured time and 
form the foundation for police globally. Following are the nine principles of 
policing as developed by Sir Robert Peel and adopted by the first modern 
police force, the London Metropolitan Police, in 1829. 

The Mission of Police 

“1:  The basic mission for which police exist is to prevent crime and disorder as an alternative 

to the repression of crime and disorder by military force and severity of legal punishment. 

 “2:  The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon public approval of 

police existence, actions, behaviour and the ability of the police to secure and maintain public 

respect. 

“3:  The police must secure the willing cooperation of the public in voluntary observance of 

the law to be able to secure and maintain public respect. 

 “4:  The degree of cooperation of the public that can be secured diminishes, proportionately, 

the necessity for the use of physical force and compulsion in achieving police objectives. 

“5:  The police seek and preserve public favour, not by catering to public opinion, but by 

constantly demonstrating absolutely impartial service to the law, in complete independence of 

policy, and without regard to the justice or injustice of the substance of individual laws; by 

ready offering of individual service and friendship to all members of the society without regard 

to their race or social standing; by ready exercise of courtesy and friendly good humour; and 

by ready offering of individual sacrifice in protecting and preserving life. 

http://www.met.police.uk/
http://criminaljusticelaw.org/glossary/crime-3/
http://criminaljusticelaw.org/glossary/crime-3/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_opinion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law


“6:  The police should use physical force to the extent necessary to secure observance of the 

law or to restore order only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to 

be insufficient to achieve police objectives; and police should use only the minimum degree of 

physical force which is necessary on any particular occasion for achieving a police objective. 

 “7:  The police at all times should maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to 

the historic tradition that the police are the public and that the public are the police; the police 

are the only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are 

incumbent on every citizen in the interest of the community welfare. 

 “8:  The police should always direct their actions toward their functions and never appear to 

usurp the powers of the judiciary by avenging individuals or the state, or authoritatively 

judging guilt or punishing the guilty. 

 “9:  The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, not the 

visible evidence of police action in dealing with them.” 

 
I acknowledge that writers over the years have published the Principles of Policing and 
attributed them to Sir Robert Peel. 
 
Perhaps Members of Parliament should face-up to this problem affecting us all and 
endeavour to put in place a system that addresses the lack of Policing cover at a local 
level. 
 
In recognising the potential shortcomings of my suggestion, it should not be beyond the 
capabilities of those elected and employed in Authority to find a solution before 2029. 
 
Clive MacLeod 
(Retired Police Constable)   
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