
Princess of Wales Hospital, Ely Granted 
Outline Planning Permission by East 
Cambs District Council’s Planning 
Committee

I am delighted to report that ECDC’s Planning 
Committee has granted outline planning 
permission for the redevelopment of the 
Princess of Wales Hospital in Ely. This is a 
long awaited and hard fought for milestone 
in this project which the residents of East 
Cambridgeshire need and deserve.

The vision for the new Hospital is for a 
modern hub - all existing services retained, 
comprehensive GP and pharmacy services, new 
diagnostic services, additional day surgeries and 
a new full Local Urgent Care Service.  

Whilst this is a very important milestone, 
there is much work yet to do, to secure the full 
funding needed for this £45m project.  The 
District Council is looking forward to receiving 
an application from the NHS for Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding where we hope 
to make a contribution towards the cost.  You 
can read my more detailed blog post about this 
on the East Cambs website.  
(https://bit.ly/2Uvv5l8)

Update from Councillor Anna Bailey, East Cambridgeshire District Council

The Council is serious about improving our environment, making more space for nature and reducing CO2 
emissions in the district.  The second year’s commitments of our Environmental Plan were recently agreed 
at Operational Services Committee and include:

• Over £1m to spend on energy efficiency improvements to homes in the district, plus £100,000 to 
improve the energy efficiency of the Council’s main office building, The Grange

• New grass cutting and wildflower management to help support greater biodiversity
• Adoption of our new Cycling and Walking Strategy for East Cambridgeshire, and working on preliminary 

studies for priority cycling routes which will help us lobby for funding 
• Creation of a new tree-based maze – watch out for the kids maze design competition!
• Orchard planting programme – free fruit trees will be on offer to community groups, schools and parish 

councils – coming in the planting season this autumn
• Developing a ‘nature recovery strategy’ for East Cambridgeshire, to feed into Cambridgeshire wide 

nature recovery actions and frameworks
• Reduce emissions from our waste collection vehicles by reconfiguring routes 

Environmental Commitments

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/princess-wales-hospital-ely-granted-outline-planning-permission
https://bit.ly/2Uvv5l8


Biodiversity Open Spaces Compliments

It’s always great to receive compliments about the hard work of our 
staff and my inbox has recently received two lovely emails relating 
to our new approach to the management of our open spaces.

One resident reported a lovely interaction with George and Roger 
from our Parks and Open Spaces Team, who were totally supportive 
of her request to leave the wild flower bush that she had planted 
in Prickwillow.  They also offered to put up signage to alert other 
people to the fact the area is being deliberately left for nature.

A second resident congratulated the Parks and Open Spaces team 
for the floral displays, noting a count of 240 flowering bee orchid 
spikes (a flowering rate of 47% our knowledgeable resident informs 
us!) and 4 pyramidal orchids.  They also reported lovely displays of 
Birds-foot trefoil which is a sub species of hedge bedstraw, ox-eye 
daisies, common cats-ear and self-heal. 

Picture of Bee Orchid provided on Twitter by Dr Jill Whitelock who 
was also thrilled with our no mow areas. 

ARG Grants 

In response to the four-week pause at step three of 
the roadmap, Government has made changes to the 
Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG) guidance to increase 
flexibility around both business eligibility, and the 
operation and delivery of the ARG scheme.

This means that Local Authorities have been encouraged 
to support businesses from all sectors that may have 
been severely impacted by the continued restrictions, 
including those eligible for the Restart Grant scheme. 

Government have also announced that a further £425 
million would be made available to Local Authorities 
through a conditional top-up to the Additional 
Restrictions Grant, if their original grant is spent in July. 

East Cambridgeshire District Council has received ARG 
funds totalling £2,594,853 and to date, £2,115,500 
(82%) has been paid or allocated to local businesses, 
leaving £479,353 remaining.

The remaining ARG funding will be used to provide 
additional grant support to those businesses impacted 
by the pause in the roadmap and grants will paid 
out to those eligible businesses that have received a 
Restart Grant first, in order of the date of submitting 
their application. Independent businesses will also 
be prioritised over community facilities and national 
businesses. 

When the existing funds are exhausted, any outstanding 
grant payments will be made following the allocation of 
the £707,466 ARG top-up funding to the Council. 

More information will be provided on the Council’s 
website soon. 

Witchford Planning Appeals 
Success and Status of Five-Year 
Land Supply

And it is my great pleasure to let you 
know that the Council has successfully 
defended two planning decisions that 
were appealed against for the land South 
of Main Street and the land South and 
West of Nos 85 to 97 Main Street, both in 
Witchford. 

The two applications, which were 
refused by the Council, are the latest 
decisions the Council has defended 
for the village after fighting tirelessly 
against attempts of speculative 
development in Witchford in 2020.

As part of his decision, the Inspector 
confirmed the Council’s position in 
demonstrating a Five-Year Housing 
Land Supply, which now stands at an 
incredible seven years. 

There has been a considerable amount 
of hard work undertaken by local people 
to develop a robust neighbourhood 
plan and I’m proud that we have done 
everything in our power to defend 
Witchford from unwanted speculative 
development.  

Read the full article 
(https://bit.ly/2TR7NpT)

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/press/council-defends-village-over-unwanted-development
https://bit.ly/2TR7NpT


East Cambs Building  
Control Team 
The majority of developments in East 
Cambridgeshire are choosing to use the District 
Council’s Building Control Team, (rather than 
independent approved Inspectors) to carry 
out building control inspections – they have 
been the team of choice for over 73% of 
developments in the district. We tip our hard hat 
to them and thank them for their professional 
and efficient approach!

Following last month’s newsletter, I am thrilled to hear that phase one of Ovins Rise, Haddenham 
is now complete. That's nine affordable rent and two shared ownership properties that have 
been built and offered to local people and families. Eight more CLT properties are also due to be 
completed as part of this development. Read the full news release and a few of the truly heartfelt 
stories from some of the people who have moved in. 
(https://bit.ly/2TSw1jx)

Next Step for Haddenham Community Land Trust 

Improvements to Newnham Street  
Car Park, Ely
We have been busy improving the free public car park in 
Newnham Street, Ely.  

The improvements include:
• the creation of four upgraded disabled bays near to the 

city centre, particularly the banks and chemists
• the creation of four additional regular car parking bays
• improved cycle parking facilities

Visitors heading into the city centre from the car park will 
now walk through an attractive re-landscaped shaded 
garden area with new seating - new planting is on its way!  

£3,300 of fly-tipping related fixed 
penalty notices have been issued by the 
District Council’s Environmental Health 
team since January. 

This equates to nine fixed penalty 
notices, six for fly-tipping and three for 
document offences relating to waste 
transfer and licensing offences. 

One document offence is currently being 
processed to court as I type*. 

We promised pro-active action against 
this destructive and illegal activity and 
that is exactly what we have been doing, 
removing fly-tipping on public land 
quickly and always prosecuting where 
we have the evidence to do so.  

Please help us keep this scourge at 
bay - you can report fly-tipping on the 
Council’s website or by calling on 01353 
665555.
(https://bit.ly/3hUqkJJ)

*As of 05/07/21

Fly-tipping Prosecutions

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rLPA8ifdV3S93uQJgpIEt6G5TzLu8so3/view?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/2TSw1jx
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/east-cambs-street-scene/fly-tipping

