
Update from Councillor Anna Bailey, East Cambridgeshire District Council

Affordable Home Ownership in East Cambs

£100k Homes

£100k Homes are new-build, 100% owned, one-bedroom properties, 
available to buy at a discounted market rate of £100,000. They are aimed 
at giving people who live or work in East Cambridgeshire a genuinely 
affordable step on the housing ladder, while enabling them to live close to where they work. 

The discount stays with the house forever, being passed on to future buyers so more people can benefit 
into the future. 

Following the closure of the £100k Homes scheme by Mayor Nik Johnson at the Combined Authority, we 
have adopted the scheme at East Cambridgeshire District Council instead to make sure local people in East 
Cambs can still benefit. 

Four £100k Homes will be soon be available at The Old Tannery, Forehill, Ely with applications closing 
this week. Eight £100k Homes have already 
been delivered in Fordham and we are hoping 
to deliver more £100k Homes in the future. 

You can find out more about the scheme on 
the  East Cambridgeshire District Council 
website. (https://bit.ly/3Djp77R)

Introduction

The Council was in purdah in September due to the by-election in Soham 
North, so this month’s newsletter is a bumper edition!

Soham North by-election

The Soham North by-election was called following the resignation
of Cllr Victoria Charlesworth.  The Council welcomes successful candidate, 
Cllr Mark Goldsack, back to the Council in his post alongside fellow Soham 
members, Cllrs Alec Jones, Dan Schumann and Ian Bovingdon.  Mark 
previously served at the District Council until 2019 and is also the current 
County Councillor for Soham North and Isleham.

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/%C2%A3100k-homes-east-cambridgeshire
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/%C2%A3100k-homes-east-cambridgeshire


 First Homes 

Born from the principles of 
Cambridgeshire’s £100k Homes, ‘First 
Homes’, is a very similar Government 
led discounted home ownership model, 
which will be rolled out nationally.  It 

will include larger units to cater for families and will 
require developers to deliver 25% of their affordable 
housing contribution as First Homes.  

First Homes will effectively replace £100k Homes, with the first houses within the scheme 
expected to hit the market nationally in 2022.  Local Authorities will be in control of the allocations 
policy which enables us to continue what we have already been doing in East Cambs through the 
Community Land Trust model as well as through £100k Homes – ensure homes go to people with a 
local connection to where the homes are built. 

We are firmly committed to affordable home ownership for residents in East Cambs as part
of a well-balanced mix of tenure types, to help people to be able to afford to buy a home close
to where they live or work.

Caring for your Community

We are really excited that Community Catalysts are working
in East Cambridgeshire to develop a Community Micro-enterprise 
project which aims to support people wanting to establish themselves 
to help others in their community - people that need care and support 
to live safely and well at home.

The term Community Micro-enterprise may be new to some people, 
but in essence the project is about local people helping other local 
people who need some support at home, in all its forms.  How they 
set themselves up to do that is entirely their choice - as a sole trader, 
or maybe with friends they can set up as a co-operative or social 
enterprise.  It’s a great option for people with or without a care 
background to help others locally and earn a living from 
it at the same time.

Community Catalysts have facilitated this type of activity for more than ten years now up and down
the country and know how amazing it is for older or disabled people to have support from the same 
person, from the same village and connect back to where they live.
 
We all want to live in the place we call home with the people and things that we love - these difficult 
times have shown that people want to help others in their community to achieve that. The Community 
Micro-enterprise project offers free support helping people to understand how to provide the best care
and support they can, as part of their own enterprise, for their neighbours and people in their 
community.
 
The new Catalyst, Anna Tuck, is now in post so please feel free to contact her to find out more: 
anna.tuck@communitycatalysts.co.uk 07881 297 330.

You can also look at the Community Catalyst website* where you can see some great stories of people 
who have set up an enterprise and how they have changed people’s lives: 

*(https://bit.ly/3mrRkmg)

Anna Tuck from 
Community Catalysts

£100k Homes in Fordham

mailto:anna.tuck@communitycatalysts.co.uk
https://www.communitycatalysts.co.uk/project-category/communities-care/


The Maze

Following the launch of a maze-designing competition in July, we have now picked a winner!
There were some fantastic entries and it is great to see young people getting involved in our climate 
change strategy.

Toby, aged 14, Jonathan, aged 7 and Astrid, aged 
4 were all successful young designers and their 
maze designs will now be brought to life in Ely 
Country park.

Consisting of a junior maze aimed at younger 
children and a main maze for the slightly older 
children, the two mazes form part of both our 
2021/22 Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy and Action Plan and the Queen’s Green 
Canopy project.

Planting season is nearly upon us and the 
Council’s open space team are prepped and 
ready to go. You can keep updated with progress 
on the mazes via the Council’s social media 
channels. 

Queen’s Green Canopy Tree Planting 

As a Council we have played an active role in promoting the Queen’s Green Canopy across the district. 
Launched to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, everyone in the UK is being encouraged to 
plant trees from October 2021 right up until the end of the Jubilee Year.

We’re really pleased to be launching an initiative in which Parish Councils and community groups 
across East Cambridgeshire can apply to the Council to receive free trees to plant within the district.

You’ll be able to find out all about how you can apply for trees which will be provided by the District 
Council at the start of 2022, leaving you plenty of time to get involved in the Queen’s Green Canopy. 

We will be releasing more 
details closer to the time 
so stay tuned to find out 
more about how you can 
get involved with our 
district wide tree planting 
scheme. 

In the meantime, you can 
find out more about the 
Queen’s Green Canopy 
project on the Cambridge-
shire County Council 
website.

(https://bit.ly/3oOwa4u)

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/trees-and-woodland/queens-green-canopy-project
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/trees-and-woodland/queens-green-canopy-project
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/trees-and-woodland/queens-green-canopy-project


Community Advice Bus

The Council’s brand-new roaming community 
hub has now launched! Run by officers
from the Housing and Community Advice Service, 
the bus will be making visits to areas all over 
East Cambridgeshire to provide help and support
 on a range of topics. 

Unlike a static community hub, the bus will be 
able to reach more areas of our district and in 
turn, provide better support to our residents. 
It is scheduled to stop at different locations on 
a regular basis to ensure all those in need of 
support, are able to access it.

Residents will be able to access advice and support on issues relating to homelessness, employment, 
debt and finance and much more.
 
If you would like to enquire about the bus stopping at a location not currently on the timetable, 
please contact the Housing and Community Advice Service by emailing
communityadviceservice@eastcambs.gov.uk or calling 01353 665555. 

A full timetable and list of locations can be found on the Council’s website

(https://bit.ly/3uP0QDJ)

Health and Happiness Event

We are thrilled to be hosting another 
Health and Happiness event in East 
Cambs, this time focussing on Littleport 
and Little Downham. 

The very first health and happiness Day 
took place in Ely Country park back
in 2016 and returned in 2021, but was 
virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With the easing of restrictions,
this in-person event will be taking place 
at Littleport Leisure Centre
on Saturday 16th October
from 10am until 2pm.

Residents will have the chance
to engage with a range of different local 
organisations all there to provide advice 
and support on improving your health 
and happiness.  In addition to this, the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG’s 
Vaccinators Tour Bus will also be in 
attendance offering both first and second 
doses of the COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine.

mailto:communityadviceservice@eastcambs.gov.uk
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/housing/community-hubs

