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It is important to note that local Remembrance services and parades are civic occasions supported 
by the RBL, not RBL events supported by civic authorities, and as such we maintain that 
responsibility for both their funding and delivery rests with civic authorities.  RBL branches and 
volunteers are proud to play an active part in Remembrance services every year and are only too 
happy to support their civic authorities in their planning for such important community events.  It is, 
perhaps, this “ownership” element that causes the confusion with insurance. As attendees rather 
than owners, the RBL Public Liability cover does not apply. RBL members, employees and volunteers 
are covered by the Legion’s Employer’s Liability policy whenever they attend an event in their RBL 
capacity. In other words, they are not members of the public on those occasions. And members of 
the public attending a Remembrance event owned by the civic authority are guests of that civic 
authority, not guests of the RBL.  
 
In exceptional cases a branch is allowed to own the Remembrance event provided they do not own 
or deploy the TTMO or road closure parts of the event. Where this is the case RBL’s PL insurance 
does apply, but not to any aspect of the TTMO or road closure, which must remain the responsibility 
of the civic authority. To be clear, RBL will not insure members of the public attending someone 
else’s event. As I say above, our understanding is that Remembrance events should be owned by the 
civic authority.  
 
RBL branches run many events throughout the year, from jumble sales to sponsored walks to quiz 
nights and all things in between. These are more clearly understood as “owned and run by the RBL” 
and our PL insurance covers members of the public who attend those events. As you say, the cover is 
comprehensive and we are sure to arrange insurance with significant and reliable insurers. To be 
clear, the insurance provides cover for all the usual perils that may affect the public when they 
attend such an RBL event.    
 
There has been no instruction to branches to cancel parades, except in the very small number of 
cases where the civic authority has not been as engaging and helpful as Soham. Regrettably, in the 
past there have been some councils who have, in effect, held the local branch to ransom. They have 
forced the branch to own and run the on-road parade knowing that a parade is an important 
element of the Remembrance event for many branches. The conversation we are having now is 
largely the result of the RBL trustees re-affirming the long-standing policy of attending but not 
owning the Remembrance event. Whilst we have not instructed branches to cancel parades it is 
inevitable that where a civic authority is unable to take on the responsibility of the road 
closure/TTMO then the Remembrance event would need to become static, that is go ahead without 
the road closure/parade. If the civic authority is supportive, like Soham, then there is no reason to 
cancel.  
 


