
Update from Councillor Anna Bailey, East Cambridgeshire District Council

Going for Net Zero at Kennett Garden Village  

I am delighted to say that the plans for Kennett Garden Village have 
moved forward to the next key stage of the project. It comes after the 
landowners and East Cambs Trading Company (ECTC) have selected 
Cambridgeshire based Bellway Homes to deliver the project alongside 
Kennett Community Land Trust (KCLT). 

The project, which was granted outline planning permission in April 
2020, will include 500 homes, 150 of which will be affordable, with 
at least 60 of those owned and managed by KCLT. This project will be 
delivered on an ‘infrastructure first’ basis which will include new roads, a 
school, large areas of green open space and other community infrastructure assets. 

Everyone involved in the project is committed to delivering a near net-zero carbon development with homes 
that are energy and water efficient, heated by air-source pumps, and benefitting from solar panels and 
electric vehicle charging.

The development will also enhance the natural environment to achieve a net-gain in biodiversity, with a 
range of newly created accessible green spaces and sustainable urban drainage systems.
All this is being overseen by the new Delivery Board which forms part of the agreement and will see all 
interested parties, the landowner, KCLT, ECTC and Bellway work together throughout the construction stages 
of the project. 

This development, led by local people that make up KCLT, is different and it is special and I extremely proud of 
the work that has been undertaken to get it to this stage and excited to see the hard work of so many groups 
coming to fruition. 

A-MAZE-ING designs chosen for Ely Country Park
 
In the previous edition of this newsletter, I touched on the maze competition we had running for young 
people across the district. This has since closed and I am delighted to announce that we are set to bring 
the winning designs to life in Ely Country park this month.

Fourteen-year-old Toby created an intricate walkway with a podium 
marking the centre for the more complicated teenage maze, while 
seven-year-old Jonathan put together an animal design which will 
incorporate features by four-year-old Astrid for a junior effort.

The two Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Tree Mazes are part of the 
Queen’s Green Canopy project and will be made up of hornbeam 
trees.

Planting is expected to commence this month so watch this space!

Find out more on the Council’s website. (https://bit.ly/31EZy3G)



Green flags

I am chuffed to bits that two parks in East Cambridgeshire have once again been awarded Green Flag 
status.

Ely Country Park celebrates its eighth year 
under Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag Awards 
scheme while Jubilee Gardens marks its 
17th year with the certification  –
a combined 25 years of green gloriousness!

We are very lucky to have plenty of 
beautiful open spaces for residents and 
visitors to enjoy and I know just how 
much effort the Open Spaces Team puts 
in to ensure our parks are kept in superb 
condition.

Congratulations to all of the team and keep 
up the good work.

Create an orchard programme 

In last month’s issue of this newsletter, I touched on a very exciting tree planting scheme that would be 
coming to East Cambridgeshire imminently.

This time has now come and I am really pleased to say that the orchard scheme is now up and running 
and accepting applications from community groups and parish councils. 

As part of the scheme, you can apply to receive up to 10 free fruit trees, stakes and other essential 
equipment that is needed to establish an orchard.

This is a great programme and I really hope that you will be able to get involved and help us to grow a 
greener East Cambs.

You can find out more about the programme including how to apply on the Council’s website. 
(https://bit.ly/3nf6EUU)  



Solar panels
  
It’s very exciting to hear that our plans to identify a location for new 
green energy infrastructure has taken a step forward.

The eventual aim is to generate enough power through renewable 
sources to match that used directly by the District Council, including 
our buildings, our streetlights and storage depots.  A review of potential 
locations for solar panels has identified ESpace North in Littleport as a 
serious contender.

Further investigation will now be carried out into the costs before a final 
decision is made on how to proceed but it is hoped the business offices will become home to £50,000 worth 
of equipment that has an estimated payback on investment of six to eight years and a lifespan of 25.

This will save around 20 tonnes of carbon dioxide per year – which is 2% of our carbon footprint at the 
Council – and as well as repaying the outlay, we could eventually sell back any extra energy to the national 
grid. I’d say that was a win win!

And just by way of an interesting fact, little East Cambs tops the Cambridgeshire chart for megawatt hours 
generated from renewable sources in the district.  The figures below are actual MWHs generated for 2019 as 
published by Government:

East Cambs - 427,000mwh
South Cambs - 383,979 mwh
Hunts - 290,426mwh
Fenland - 289,919mwh
Peterborough - 145,655mwh
Cambridge - 11,813mwh

Voluntary groups 

Voluntary groups across East Cambridgeshire are set to benefit from a funding boost for the next two years 
thanks to a new Service Level Agreement and funding from the Communities and Partnerships budget.

It was agreed at the Council’s Operational Services Committee that more than £46,000 will go to Citizens 
Advice West (CAWS) and almost £40,000 will go to Voluntary and Community Action East Cambridgeshire 
(VCAEC).

The money will be used to support CAWS to deliver free, confidential, impartial and independent advice to 
residents in the south of the district, while VCAEC will support a “one stop shop” operation that delivers 
services through volunteers to local people across the district.

The district is dealing with the ongoing impact of COVID and it is essential that services are in place to 
effectively meet the needs of communities, in particular those that are most vulnerable.  I thank all our 
volunteer organisations and of course the individual volunteers for all that they do.


