
During October the public consultancy for the active travel changes to roads accessing and near to 
the Station kicked off. It will run until mid January to allow feedback once the station has opened as 
well as before and we encourage all to take part and give their opinion. 
 
County Council has a full council meeting again on Nov 9th at which I plan tp present a motion on 
surface water run off. The poor people on Pratt St suffer virtually every storm where by the surface 
water resulting cannot disappear quick enough. This causes pools of water that mount the kerb and 
ingress into the properties. The kerb is being raised to help with this but the real issue is that 
beneath the ground the soak away pipework works its way to being just a 5 inch diameter pipe. This 
is causing the water to puddle before it can drain away. My motion calls for a county wide 
knowledge base of such narrow gauge pipework, as well as an action plan to address asap.  
 
Soham has a number of County Council farms estate tenancies and at October’s Strategy & Review I 
ask the coalition administration to think again on how the farms estate is looked after. It appears to 
have been a forgotten item when the administration set up their quarterly meeting groups, cutting 
back on overall democratic input, and piling a heavy workload onto officers. The leader of the 
council has finally agreed to think again as the Farm estate is key to the future, the income and has 
over 32k acres and 200+ tenants. 
 
I think it is also important that you are aware that when this administration took office it changed 
the committee structure to each committee meeting just four times a year! However, just 6 months 
in the Environment & Green Investment committee has a meeting in November, then again in 
December and January due to increasing workload. Other committees are also extending their 
diaries using emergency meetings to cover the obviously large workload. Quite frankly the power of 
leadership is exiting to the coalition but the burden appears to be grabbed by just a few involved, 
meaning that the work that is being completed is being done so by just a few members of the ruling 
administration. 
 
At district level a few items of note. There has been much talk of CLT’s and how they do our don’t 
work. The Thrift CLT in Soham appears to be working very well achieving exactly what it set out to 
do, as are the majority of others. However, primarily land disputes in Little Thetford have created a 
quite toxic atmosphere amongst local residents over the creation of a new CLT. This has resulted in 
the reformation of the local parish council through emergency measures. CLT’s remain a core 
delivery method of affordable homes for East Cambridgeshire, and we do expect to see more as the 
years unfold. 
 
The local press has run an article about Street Scene staff being totally unhappy and worried for 
their jobs. The article has cited bullying, and unfair practices. East Cambs DC began an investigation 
straight away and initially found no complaints to management, no complaints raised with unions 
and no complaints registered amongst staff. I am not saying that issues do not exist and look 
forward to the full investigation concluding, but find it hard to understand why so described ‘whistle 
blowers’ would go straight to a sympathetic newspaper, and not even contact their union, inform 
their colleagues or local management. I’m confident that Jo Brooks, Deputy Leader ECDC, leading the 
review, will find the root cause and address any issues. 
 
East Cambs DC agreed to NOT endorse the change through which parking enforcement etc would 
become the responsibility of the local authority and not the police. This appears to go against the 
majority of local authorities in the UK but strong debate gave a majority verdict at full council 
meaning this will not be an addition to the costs of the residents of East Cambs through their local 
council tax. 
 



Finally, I made the local police aware of a scam that was published and gaining much prominence on 
facebook late week. It was advertising a huge firework display last Friday in Frank Bridges Close. It 
was saying that large amount of vending stalls would be present along with a huge fire and a 
firework display to compete with any other. IN fact this was no more than a ‘click bait’ site to reach 
public with on line adverts. I am informed that a few people did turn up but soon realised it was a 
scam. What a world we currently live in. 
 
In addition to the above I continue to progress road concerns in Mill Corner, Resident actions in 
Thomas Mews, property access issues in Northfield Park, development concerns for the Persimmon 
site with access off Broad Piece and mud on the road from late harvest along the Shade. I am 
working with a resident of Staploe Mews to address horrible anti-social behaviour issues that occur 
there almost weekly, and I have ensured that the grass adjacent to Pratt St en-route to Weatheralls 
School has been cut and managed. I am chasing street signs for Berrycroft and Speed Lane and 
holding the highways team to account for numerous road issues from pot holes to line markings. Not 
much of this list is very sexy but it is important and something I do month after month. I do so 
working with the Town Council office, the public in general and the Local Highways Officer for 
Soham. 
 
That concludes by report for this month. 
 
Mark Goldsack 
 


