
 December Report 2021 – Mark Goldsack 
 
Since the last meeting I appear to have spent an inordinate amount of time appeasing local traffic 
and parking related issues on behalf of good Soham residents. Firstly, these are on Station Rd and 
Mereside and to do with the road layout changes as a result of the re-opening of the station, I will 
cover that element later. The road to the lower end of Station Rd, onto Mereside, and into the 
station access road has been changed. This is and was news to me as I had NOT seen plans for the 
narrowing of this junction and the creation of both a formal cross junction, and four pedestrian 
crossing zones. In fact the changes only came to like when Network Rail applied for a TRO to 
implement double yellow lines on all corners and approaches to the cross roads in question. The 
reason they never came to light was because Network Rail have rebuild the station not as part of a 
formal planning application but as a replacement project for the original station. This has resulted in 
a different but not illegal communications need, hence why the local residents and others were not 
abreast of all the facts! 
 
I was approached by a resident at 97 Station road as to where they were expected to park their 
vehicles once double yellows were installed? It should be noted that no one has a right to park on a 
highway before their property but obviously many do just so. The residents refused to move their 
vehicles until they had some answers, thus delaying the works to the road and a statutory planning 
element to allow the opening of the station. I met with residents onsite and bought together the full 
team from CPCA, Network Rail, CCC, and Murphys the contractor in both an onsite meeting and then 
a virtual follow up meeting. A short term resolution was reached with longer term ongoing works by 
CCC and CPCA to find permanent solutions for the resident parking. 
 
I have expressed my deep regret to all parties that this has been handled thus, and that the residents 
of Station road have been treated in this fashion. The solution under investigation is that with the 
pathway now moved and further away from these houses the CCC land before the properties but 
behind the pathway, could be reached by access road from before No95, the first of these 
properties. This is being looked at whilst local temporary parking for the residents has been found. I 
will keep council abreast of this outcome. 
 
The second significant road issue has been along The Shade and Townsend. I attended a meeting of 
approximately 25+ local residents all concerned at the road traffic calming in place and proposed as 
a result of the reserved matters application for the care home development. At the meeting I 
discussed the LHI bid for Cyprian Rust Way and agreed that I would push for a strategic review of the 
main road from top of Holmes Lane through to Barcham road. This lengths in particular because it 
has been the stretch in which loads of separate applications have resulted in a series of piecemeal 
changes to the road and highway. If you walk along it, as I have done twice now this week, the 
following all exist along this stretch. 

• Bus stops. 

• Primary School inc access front and rear 

• Dirt on road issues from local farm 

• New road access development 

• Current LHI improvement bid 

• Main HGV appointed town access route 

• Raise crossing platform to Townsend but then island only crossingg to Kingfisher Way 
development. 

• CLT development 

• Common land strips to front of property 

• Commercial, retail, and residential properties 

• Bus company 



• Raise table crossing 

• Hard raised speed bumps 

• Stop & give way road narrowing 

• Centre road filter lane for Kingfisher road access 

• Significant speed issues as recorded by speedwatch 

• No street lighting for pedestrian use 

• 30/40 and 60mph speed limits 
The current status on this is that in early January, date to be determined, the senior CCC officer, 
highways planners and I are walking the route to capture all that there is, that is planned to be, that 
is planned that there could be (future applications and local plan sites) from which CCC will develop 
a eutopia style best wish list. Once designed we will together look at the affordability of the design, 
before looking at the methods of attaining this. At this stage all possible funding routes are to be 
reviewed include future LHI bids, and development taxation. 
 
I am keeping the local public informed via Julie Martin, the selected local party, and she is passing on 
all updates. A number of said residents have complained that current methods impact their homes 
and property through vibrations, cracking and rattling windows etc. I further explained the council 
procedure for claims for such road damage and they are looking to follow this. In addition a number 
of filed concerns have been submitted to the care home full matters application. As ever I will 
maintain an update for the council as this progresses and will be happy to involve Cllr Horgan, who 
has already dealt with the speed watch outcome for this stretch. 
 
I have personally reported a number of potholes and seen some repaired that were reported. This 
time of year we tend to have more created so please encourage all to use the system and report as 
this maximises the chance for a repair and gives me the details to hold CCC Highways to account for 
such actions. Please note that the reporting tool is easy and is also there to report all highways 
issues. These may include over hanging trees and bushes, pathway issues and faults and damaged 
kerbs. The link is https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ 
 
I am working with the local highways engineer and CCC officers on the following areas of note and 
concern. I have no further update for this meeting but want council to know that I remain in the 
case. 

• How can we keep access to the side road by Blue Donkey open, when so many motorists in 
private and commercial vehicles park on the double yellow lines thus blocking access to the 
residential properties behind this access? 

• The Active travel public consultation for changes to provide better non-vehicular access to 
the new station. Consultation runs to Jan 17th. Please comment if you have not already done 
so. Soham Active Travel consultation - Cambridgeshire County Council click this to access the 
announcement and feedback area. 

• Replacement sign removed to top of Julius Martin Lane 
 
Non-Highways matters I have been involved with remain many. I am my groups spokesperson on 
Environmental and Green Investment committee and next week sees the presentation for approval 
of the strategy and plans for CCC to address the climate emergency. There are many aspects of the 
plan that are laid out in the meetings papers and the coalition administration is striving for a 2030 
net zero target. I comment them for doing so but think it vital that no one is misled into believing 
this to be attainable. Great strides can and will be made towards it but the ability to attain carbon 
neutrality for CCC by 2030 is a dream. If you are interested in knowing more about this please do 
take a look at the papers and feel free to dropping me any questions that you may have as I would 
be happy to raise at this meeting next week. 
 

https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/soham-active-travel-consultation


In addition to that committee meeting next week also sees the last full council meeting for 2021. A 
year of change with a new administration at County, less meetings and new committee structures. 
I’m sure we can all agree that any honeymoon period following such change has well concluded and 
we look forward to seeing positive delivery against the main issues before us. One of these is health 
and the threat of Covid remains ever present and indeed ever changing. I have had by booster again 
brilliantly organised by Staploe Medical Centre and I would urge everyone to do the same. Schools 
are seeing increased pupil and staff absences through covid infections but the relative rise in 
hospitalization appears lower, due in almost all cases to the effective roll of of the vaccination 
programme.  
 
I agree it is difficult to argue with an antivax supporter but I read the other day a quote from of all 
people by Mo Salah, the terrif striker at Liverpool FC. He said it was imperative that we follow the 
scientific advice from eth WHO and the many medical experts involved, otherwise to not do so 
would be like him listening to how to play football at the highest level from the chap in the local 
pub! 
 
Finally, I mentioned that on Monday 13th, this meeting day, sees the reopening for passengers of a 
train service and new station in Soham. Along with a few others we have arranged to travel on the 
6:49hrs first train to Ely to be part of this history, a quick coffee on arrival and then a return to leave 
the train at Soham Station is planned. The official opening ceremony is being driven by the CPCA and 
I understand starts at 11am. This is a momentus day but once again is only the start. Pressure will be 
kept on for the commissioning of the Snailwell loop to enable train access to Newmarket, for the 
promised hourly service which is on hold due to the Ely area issues under review, and for direct 
travelling to Cambridge without having to change at Ely. I welcome the new station and look forward 
to the services this will bring, and also, for local residents, to the conclusion of construction for all! 
 
I thank you all again this year for your support and work for the community. I will NOT be hold a 
Xmas party this year, but wish you all a terrific festive period and prosperous 2022 
 
Mark B Goldsack 
Cambridgeshire County Council Member Soham North & Isleham 
Telephone 07831 168899 
 


