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Welcome to our March update for East Cambridgeshire

District Council which we hope you will share with

residents and stakeholders as appropriate. 

This month I am delighted to confirm the launch of our

£2 million Growth and Infrastructure Fund.  We are,

once again, freezing the East Cambs element of Council

Tax.  And we are making new money available for sports

and leisure facilities and for community-led housing

projects. 

£2m Growth and Infrastructure Fund

Our new Growth and Infrastructure Fund will enable us to invest in projects that promote

sustainable growth in our local communities, for example by supporting new or improved

cycleways and community and sports facilities, and increasing biodiversity and space for

nature.

This is in addition to over £10 million invested to date in infrastructure projects across our

district since we adopted the Community Infrastructure Levy, as well as £3.8 million that’s

gone directly to our city, town and parish councils. These funds have helped to build and

improve leisure centres, recreation fields, country parks, village halls, GP surgeries, car

parks, youth centres, new roads, and cultural facilities such as Ely Museum and the

fantastic new Viva Mill in Soham.

Council tax frozen for ninth year running

I am also extremely proud of the fact that East Cambs is the only district, county or unitary

council in the country to have been able to freeze its portion of the Council Tax bill for the

past nine years. This is at a time when many other local authorities are increasing theirs by

the maximum amount possible.

As we emerge from the COVID pandemic household costs are rising sharply, and as a

Council, we want to do whatever we can to support our residents. We appreciate freezing

our portion of Council Tax is a modest gesture, but we hope residents appreciate that we

really do have their best interests at heart.

The amount residents pay to the District Council is less than eight per cent of the total bill.

It means an average Band D property will pay £142.14 to the District Council, the same as

it was in 2014/15.  The remainder is divided between Cambridgeshire County Council,

parish or town councils and the emergency services.

The Council also has a balanced budget for the next two years, and will be making new

money available for leisure centres and community-led housing projects.
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Cllr Anna Bailey speaks about Council Tax and the budget for 2022/23

Important changes to bin days
From 28 March your waste collection day may change. This is so we can improve service

efficiency and reduce carbon emissions. 

Each year this will help us save: 

•  5000 litres of diesel 

• 12 tonnes of carbon dioxide 

This is equivalent to taking one truck off the road every single day! 

The frequency of collections will remain the same, with BLACK sacks collected weekly

and BLUE and GREEN bins collected fortnightly. 

Some collection days will stay the same. We’ll write and tell you which day your collection

will be or you can type in your postcode at the following link:

www.eastcambs.gov.y/bindaychange

Health and Happiness Day 
Our Health and Happiness Day took place

on Friday 11 February. The virtual event

showcases all of the excellent support and

help which is on offer from the Council,

ranging from the Housing and Community

Advice bus, to help with keeping warm this

winter. Recordings are available on

the East Cambridgeshire District Council

YouTube channel 

Sign up for SOLAR  
Solar Together Cambridgeshire is now

open! 

The innovative group-buying scheme

brings Cambridgeshire households

together to get high-quality solar panels

and battery storage at a competitive price. 

The deadline to apply is 7 March 2022.  

Find out more: https://orlo.uk/QJBLA
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Jubilee Gardens celebrate 20 years 

Jubilee Gardens, one of Ely’s most popular open spaces, celebrated 20 years since it was

officially opened by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh on Friday 11 February. 

The beautiful riverside gardens form part of a green corridor between the River Great Ouse

and Ely City Centre and feature a bandstand, mature planting and a toddler play area. 

They were created by East Cambridgeshire District Council following extensive public

consultation and were officially opened in 2002 by the Duke of Edinburgh to celebrate the

Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Since then they have been cared for by the district council with

support from the Friends of Jubilee Gardens. 

Each year, the Jubilee Gardens host a variety of events ranging from riverside concerts

from local bands to the annual Eel Day, which this year will be known as the Jubi-Eel Day

and takes place on Sunday 5 June. The gardens currently feature sixth in Trip Advisor’s

top 10 Ely attractions and visitors to the city are encouraged to drop by to visit one of the

eels on Ely’s Eel Trail.

Let's protect East Cambs 
Coronavirus cases across East Cambridge are dipping slightly but remain high. 

We are encouraging everyone to continue to play their part to stop the spread of infections.

At the time of writing the infection rate for East Cambridgeshire was 545 people out of

every 100,000. 

We can all do our bit by getting vaccinated and boosted, testing regularly and maintaining

social distancing.

 The Vaccinators will be at Littleport Leisure Centre next Wednesday 9 March

between 12 noon and 6pm. The clinic is open to everyone over 12 and is offering 1st

and 2nd doses of the Pfizer vaccine as well as 3rd primary doses and boosters for

eligible patients.
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Tell us what you think
We value your feedback. If you have any comments regarding the above publication,

please email comms@eastcambs.gov.uk
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