
County & District Councillor Goldsack’s report 

 

In the last months I have attended County council and East Cambs meetings for matters on Soham. 

These have included the following: 

1. LHI Improvement panel, at which I can report that the Soham bid scored the highest score for East 

Cambs so should be accepted at the end of April. 

2. Planning application for houses at Mereside Soham. I met with the developer who wanted to 

discuss the project. 

3. Planning Application on Mereside Soham. The developer is trying to squeeze a pair of semi-

detached onto a plot hardly suitable for one. I have objected to the plans having looked at the case 

and have asked planning officer to advise me if they are minded to accept. At that point I would 

decide on call in to committee for this as I feel it is not right for the setting, neighbours and road 

traffic area. 

4. I have a residents meeting Monday 11th to look at extending the double yellow lines attached to 

the road traffic soft pads on Kingfisher, with Highways officer. The current set up puts cars in centre 

of road to on coming traffic due to proximity of parking. 

5. I continue to work with CCC on the removal of narrow gauge pipework’s beneath our roads for 

surface water run off. Mush is being done but timescale is slower than I'd like so met last week to 

attempt to speed up. Pratt St and Ten Bell Lane are a priority fix for these as and when the list of 

known pipes is compiled. 

6. I attended East Cambs member review panel for one member that was to have apologized for 

racist accusations of others and who should have attended a training course. Neither were 

forthcoming so timed requests have now been made and the member sanction by that meeting. 

7. I continue to fight for road review and ideas as to how we better address the Shade from Barcham 

road to Townsend. The successful LHI lines will assist but much more is needed. The new old peoples 

home and nursery, plus the school, CLT, developments and more have all added to the complex 

design we see today. I await, due mid April, a redesign and costings for the whole area and will share 

accordingly 

8. I have met with youth football groups in Soham and they are all totally desperate for playing 

fields. Some travel to Barway to use Shropshires land, some to Little Thetford, and there are even 

less options for them to practise and train. Youth football is key to the mental and physical health of 

our children as they learn to rebound from the pandemic restrictions and for a town of our size we 

are painfully lacking. I will be presenting to the council in the weeks and months ahead, radical ideas 

to address this need in one fail swoop, and to possibly sort the sports centre, sports injury, and much 

more. Soham deserves much better than it has today, and whilst STC appear to be taking away 

football playing fields on Kingfisher demand is increasing. I am personally a huge football fan but an 

even bigger advocate for children’s mental and physical health. I look forward to hearing what STC 

thinks about how we best address this for the future well being as Soham continues to grow. I 

believe that we have support growing from East Cambs and CCC but we need to think more radical 

and ambitiously. 

In addition to the above activity the County Council has announced plans for increased highways 

improvements. I find this a little odd seeing as how they have failed to spend the allocated budget 



this year, so they want to do more next. And yet at this time some parts of the County Council are 

over 25% under staffed through vacancies. 

 

My group has protested that we are concerned of a failure in children and adult healthcare due to 

missing resource. Risk analysis has shown an increase in risk this last few months and must be dealt 

with. 

As ever I am happy to answer any questions or look at any issues. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mark Goldsack  


