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1. Cambridge planned congestion zone. There is much debate online about this and I have 

stepped up to invite the main political leaders behind the idea to visit Soham and speak with our 

residents. I don’t believe there is anything in the proposals for our residents but others may 

disagreed. Anyway, Cllr Dave Baigent, Cambridge City Labour councillor, has agreed to come and 

discuss all about this Cambridge STZ with our residents. Can I ask the town council for their ideas as 

to whether they may wish to host this and let residents know when it is to take place? East Cambs 

actually has an emergency council meeting to discuss this item in full this Thursday evening. I will 

inform the clerk of the district outcome of this meeting with this regard as I think it may be of 

interest to the Town Council. 

2. Bus provision rumbles on. I have written to the Mayors office and discussed at CPCA 

Overview & Scrutiny asking that the bus from Newmarket to Cambridge be delayed a few minutes 

because currently the early morning one from Soham, most likely that used by commuters, arrives in 

Newmarket after the Newmarket to Cambridge bus has left. I will let council know as and when I 

receive a response. 

3. Also on Bus provision, you may have heard of the Ting and the Ely Zipper. These are both 

demand driven bus services but accordingly to the latest facts I have received from CCC Ting is 

operating at a subsidy of £16+ per passenger journey whilst Zipper is more like £3 per passenger 

journey. I think demand driven is a good way forward but this plainly needs more research as at the 

Ting levels it would appear untenable to run such subsidy levelled transport long term. I continue to 

press and will provide updates accordingly. 

4. As a CCC representative (1 of 2) on the Combined Authority Overview & Scrutiny committee 

I discovered last month that the interim Mayor, she has stepped into Mayor Nik Johnson’s shoes 

whilst he is away on sick leave following heart surgery, has the power to determine a precept (TAX) 

for raising money and then, when would have the right to vote for it being from a member group, as 

in Cambridge City. I am worried about the amount of tax burden we are likely top place on the 

residents with the CCC administration looking at ways to fill a widening budget gap, I expect they will 

tax to the maximum 5% increase, and then a precept from the Mayor, police & fire residents could 

see a significant tax rises for next term. At this time East Cambs are forecasting zero increase in 

taxation again this year, so hopefully that will help a little. 

5. Sunnica. Whilst it doesn’t directly impact the boundaries of Soham Sunnica’s planned solar 

farm of 240 football pitches from Isleham to Red Lodge, Worlington to Snailwell had its public 

hearing last week. I attended and spoke on Friday because Soham people to walk their dogs or boat 

along the Lark river and much more. The consultation has been full and long but I wanted you to 

now that I did use the Soham Solar farm as a better example of place, size and costs to benefit from 

solar rather than building a 40 year industrial site in the fertile land of East Cambs & West Suffolk. 

 


