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Firstly, a happy 2023 to all our parish councils and residents of Soham. 

Special council meeting 

 The special meeting on Thursday 15 December to consider the Council’s response to the 

Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Making Connections 2022 took place as planned. Having 

sought legal advice from the County Council, 2 members declared an interest and left the 

meeting, because as a County Councillor’s they may—if the proposals go ahead in anything 

like their current form—be required to vote on them at the County Council, and did not 

want to predetermine how they might vote.  

Meeting cancellations  

Three of the five district council meetings scheduled for this month have been cancelled: 

Planning on 4 January, Operational Services on 16 January, and Licensing on 18 January. 

This leaves only Finance & Assets on 23 January, and Audit on 30 January. Local Plan update 

Last year we reported that the district council had carried out a  

Single Issue  

Review of its current (2015) Local Plan. The reason for this was to seek to wipe clean the 

huge backlog in unbuilt homes since the start of the Local Plan period in 2011. The council’s 

proposal was that the number of homes expected to be built between 2011 and 2022 

should be adjusted to be the number of homes actually built in that period, with no backlog 

to carry forward. We understand that the Planning Inspector examining the Single Issue 

Review has not seen eye to eye with the Council on this, so correspondence is therefore 

ongoing. There will need to be a formal consultation period on whatever proposal results 

from that communication, and ultimately the Council will need 

 

Voter identification  

The Government has now passed legislation requiring that from and including the local 

council elections in May, all voters voting at polling stations must present photo 

identification in order to be allowed to vote. Many people do not have the required forms 

of ID such as passports, driving licences, or senior citizens’ (though not young people’s) bus 

passes, or may forget to bring them on the day and then decide not to come back to vote. 

Councils will be required to provide a voter certification document to anyone who does not 

have the required ID. But the Government has not made clear the arrangements for 

councils to do so, and many voters will not apply for such a document, or may have trouble 

using the online process for doing so. The inevitable consequence will be that many will 



lose their right to vote. This might be justifiable if electoral identity fraud was an enormous 

national issue, but it is not. In 2017 and 2018 there was just one conviction in each year. 

Other changes to election law will include requiring people with postal ballots to update 

their data more frequently—every three years instead of every five 

King Charles III coronation street parties  

The Council has published guidance for local groups seeking to organise street parties and 

highways events to mark the coronation of King Charles III in May 2023. All street party 

applications must be received by the County Council at least eight weeks in advance (Friday 

10 March 2023) via the Council’s website. Highway Events applications must be submitted 

at least twelve weeks in advance (Friday 10 February 2023). More information about the 

process can be found at:-  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roadsand-

pathways/highway-events/coronation-event 

Meanwhile on the Combined Authority 
 
Buses continue to be a hot topic across Cambridgeshire. The Combined Authority is the 
transport authority responsible for passenger transport across our area, working within a 
legislative framework and a deregulated bus system. The following is a summary of the 
various bus workstreams currently being undertaken by the Combined Authority. The 
Combined Authority Board agreed a draft Bus Strategy on 30 November—consultation is 
planned to start in the week beginning Monday 9 January for six weeks.  
Contracts for 73 services expire at the end of February March 2023 and a procurement 
process has begun to retender these. The Combined Authority will set its budget for 
2023/24, including bus support, at its Board meeting on 25 January. The Transport & 
Infrastructure Committee will consider a Bus Assessment Framework in January. This will 
draw on the emerging LTCP and Bus Strategy, and be used to inform decision-making on 
bus subsidies in future. The GCP Making Connections proposals include an enhanced bus 
network and mechanisms for both upfront investment and ongoing subsidy. The 
Combined Authority will need to consider the effect of this on its own work. The GCP 
would develop any necessary outline business case, and any decision on road charging 
would rest with the County Council. In an initiative with Stagecoach and the Greater 
Cambridge Partnership, the Combined Authority secured Government funding for thirty 
zero emission buses for Cambridge. These are expected to be available from March. The 
Combined Authority Board agreed on 30 November to extend the contract for the TING 
Demand Responsive Transport service in Huntingdonshire for a further year. The 
Combined Authority is also exploring the case for further Demand Responsive Transport 
services elsewhere. Finally, the Combined Authority is also working with bus operators to 
understand the scale and effect of driver shortages and how it can provide support 
through its skills programmes 
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