
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Soham Town Council Planning Committee Meeting held at the Walter Gidney 

Pavilion, Fountain Lane, Recreation Ground, Soham on Monday 30th October 2023. 

  PRESENT:  
Cllrs David Woricker, Glen Dyer, Elizabeth Johnston, Rosemary Aitchison & Alec Jones.  
There were 2 members of public present. 
    

PL43/23 PUBLIC COMMENT TIME:  
A member of the public raised their concerns regarding the Eastern Gateway and what 
appears to be the lack of affordable homes for local residents. 
 

PL44/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Anne Pallett.   
 

PL45/23 COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
None.  
 

PL46/23 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
APPROVED unanimously planning minutes dated 25th September 2023.  Proposed Cllr 
Dyer, seconded Cllr Woricker.  
 

PL47/23 DETERMINATIONS (ECDC) & MINOR MATERIAL PLANNING MATTERS: 

23/00695/FUL 18C Pratt 
Street Soham 

Single storey rear extension. APPROVED 

23/00250/FUL NIAB 
Innovation Hub 
Hasse Road 
Soham 

Proposed erection of an Agri-Tech Shed for use 
ancillary to existing business. APPROVED 

23/00806/FUM 28A The Cotes 
Soham 

Erection of 2 No. replacement poultry sheds with 
associated feed bins. APPROVED 

23/00629/FUL 52 Great Fen 
Road Soham 

Single storey side and rear extension, loft refuge MoE, 
site access and new cart lodge. APPROVED 

23/00239/FUL Land Rear Of 
32 Hasse 
Road Soham 

1 bedroom single storey detached dwelling – 
retrospective REFUSED  

23/00848/FUL 56A Great Fen 
Road Soham 

Change of use of field from agricultural to horse 
paddocks – retrospective. APPROVED 

23/00611/FUL 56A Great Fen 
Road Soham 

Construction of three horse stables. APPROVED 
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23/01011/TRE Rear 2-4 
Churchgate 
Street Soham 

T1 Small Apple - Remove as outgrown available 
space T2 Small Cherry - Remove as outgrown 
available space T3 Medium size Goat Willow - 
Remove as outgrown available space T4 Small False 
Acacia - Remove as outgrown available space T5 
Medium size Sycamore - Remove as to close to 
boundary causing it direct damage. T6 Large 
Sycamore - Remove deadwood and Ivy only T7 Large 
tree of unknown species - Remove as dead T8 Large 
Ash - Remove as touching historic boundary wall 
risking damage T9 Large Sycamore - Remove as 
touching historic boundary wall risking damage T10 
small Cherry - Remove as out-grown available space 
G11 mixed species self-sets - Remove as unsuitable 
location for long term retention. APPROVED 

PL48/23 NOTIFICATIONS: 
 
23/00015/REFAPP TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 135 The Butts Soham 
Erection of outbuilding and associated works – retrospective. An appeal has been made to 
the Secretary of State against the decision of East Cambridgeshire District Council to refuse 
to grant planning permission. 
23/00146/RMM Broad Piece Soham Residential development for 166 dwellings and 
identification of 9 self build plots, open space and associated infrastructure for previously 
approved 19/00717/OUM for proposed erection of up to 175 dwellings and associated 
infrastructure with access from Broad Piece. The application on which you recently 
commented has been put forward for inclusion in the next Planning Committee Agenda. The 
meeting will be held at the Council Offices on 1st November 2023 at 2pm. NOTED that all 
previous comments regarding drainage and flooding will be reiterated. Unprecedented 
rainfall last week (77mm in a 24hr period) has exacerbated residents on Broad Piece 
flooding issues. All agreed that Soham Town Council should support residents and send a 
representative to the planning meeting to speak regarding the drainage and flooding 
issues/concerns. 
 

PL49/23 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

ECDC planning 
number 

Address Description of works Comments 
(Objection/other 
material planning 
comments) 

a. 23/00935/TRE 5A White Hart 
Lane Soham 

T1 Cherry - Crown reduce 
lateral spread by approx. 2m 
and crown reduce in height 
by 1m. T2 Acer Negundo - 
Crown reduce by 1.5-2m all 
over. G1 3x Mixed Shrubs - 
Reduce in height to leave at 
approx. 2m above ground 
level. These works are to 
allow more light in to the 
neighbouring properties. 

No comment or 
objection 

b. 23/00655/OUT 9 The Birches 
Soham 

Two bedroom dwelling, 
access, parking and 
associated site works 

No comment or 
objection 

c. 23/01069/FUM Soham Village 
College Sand 
Street Soham 

Construction of synthetic 
turf pitch with goal 
recesses, spectator area, 
perimeter fencing, sports 
lighting, storage container, 
link path with amenity 

Concerns regarding 
light pollution/nuisance. 
Suggest condition 
placed regarding times 
when lighting may be 
used. Will there a bio-



 

 

lighting and existing tree 
removal. 

diversity offset as loss 
of green space? 

d. 23/00831/FUL 19 Speed 
Lane Soham 

Replacement slate roof, 
windows and doors 

NOTED within 
Conservation Area, 
therefore ensure they 
conform to relevant 
policies 

e. 23/01078/FUL The Maples 
37B Great Fen 
Road 

Soham Garden shed for 
storage of garden 
machinery and tools 

NOTED should be 
classified as agricultural 
and machine storage 
only. 

f. 23/01035/FUL The Viva 
Theatre 
Spencer Drove 
Soham 

Proposed single storey 
extension 

No comment or 
objection 

g. 23/00744/FUL 20A Sand 
Street Soham 

Rear extension – 
AMENDMENT - Alteration 
to design 

No comment or 
objection 

h. 20/01636/DISA Walter Gidney 
Pavilion 
Fountain Lane 

To discharge Condition 7 (a 
scheme for the protection of 
the retained trees) of 
decision 20/01636/FUL 
dated 13 December 2021 
for demolition of part of 
existing community hall, 
replacement with a purpose 
built rear extension 

No comments 

i. 19/01600/ESO Land West Of 
A142 Between 
East Fen 
Common And 
Qua Fen 
Common, And 
East Of 
Brewhouse 
Lane Soham 

Outline planning application 

for a residential led mixed-

use development at Soham 

Eastern Gateway including 

a new mixed use hub 

(Class A1/A2/A3/A5/B1/D1 

and C3 uses), associated 

highways and infrastructure 

works, drainage, open 

space and landscaping, 

with all matters reserved 

save for landscaping 

(including drainage, 

infrastructure works and 

open space) (in relation to 

Phases 1 and 3B) and 

access (including highways 

and infrastructure works) (in 

relation to Phase 1 only) – 

AMENDMENT – Please see 

the amended documents. 

All previous comments 
stand.  
Concerns raised 
regarding future link 
through Brewhouse 
Lane, that children’s 
play areas appear to be 
located near the SUDS. 
Must ensure that 30% 
affordable homes are 
delivered on proposed 
development. 
Concerns regarding 
damage by increased 
footfall on protected  
commons and illegal 
access from new 
homes onto the 
commons 

PL50/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Monday 27th November 2023, 1pm at Walter Gidney Pavilion Soham 
 

Meeting Closed: 1:45pm.   
 
Approved & Signed  
 


