
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Soham Town Council Planning Committee Meeting held at the Walter Gidney 

Pavilion, Fountain Lane, Recreation Ground, Soham on Monday 18th December 2023. 

  PRESENT:  
Cllrs Anne Pallett, David Woricker, Rosemary Aitchison, Glen Dyer & Alec Jones.  
Assistant Town Clerk Melanie Francis 
There were 3 members of public present. 
    

PL60/23 PUBLIC COMMENT TIME:  
A resident made representation regarding loss of parking on Soham High Street and their 
concern that this may be compounded if application 23/01192/FUL is approved. 
NOTED Cllr Aitchison spoke regarding planning training she had recently attended, she 
will forward the presentation to the office to be circulated to all planning members. 
 

PL61/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Elizabeth Johnston.   
 

PL62/23 COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
Cllr Pallett declared a personal interest in 23/00146/RMM Broad Piece and 23/01266/FUL, 
Sand Street 
 

PL63/23 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
APPROVED unanimously planning minutes dated 27th November 2023.  Proposed Cllr  
Woricker, seconded Cllr Aitchison 
 

PL64/23 DETERMINATIONS (ECDC) & MINOR MATERIAL PLANNING MATTERS: 

23/00146/RMM Broad Piece 
Soham 

Residential development for 166 dwellings and 
identification of 9 self build plots, open space and 
associated infrastructure for previously approved 
19/00717/OUM for proposed erection of up to 175 
dwellings and associated infrastructure with access 
from Broad Piece. APPROVED 

23/01035/FUL The Viva 
Theatre 
Spencer Drove 
Soham 

Proposed single storey extension. APPROVED 

23/01209/TRE Recreation 
Ground 
Fountain Lane 
Soham 

T14 - Oak - Remove smaller of two rubbing branches 
above driveway T44 - Horse Chestnut - Crown reduce 
by 6-8m to reduce sail area and load on main stem 
due to basal decay T47 - Oak - Shorten hazard beam 
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by 4-5m to reduce load T51B - Plum or Gage - Dead 
risk of collapse, remove tree T59 - Ash - Reduce load 
on lateral branch by undertaking 2m reduction and 
50% thinning. APPROVED 

23/01211/TRE The Cemetery 
Fordham Road 
Soham 

T195 - Lawson Cypress - poor, risk of collapse into 
third party garden - Remove tree. APPROVED 

PL65/23 NOTIFICATIONS: 
 
Appeal Decision. Appeal Ref: APP/V0510/D/23/3328375 135 The Butts Soham. The 
appeal is allowed and planning permission is granted for the erection of outbuilding and 
associated works. 
STNN/23/120 Addressing 1 new dwelling Cherry Trees Barway Site To West of St Nicholas 
Church Barway 
STNN/23/109  New Development Land North of Broad Piece Soham - As this is a large 
development consisting of multiple streets, a theme for the street names will be required for 
the development. 
Please can the Parish Council put forward some suggestions for this theme for us to 
consider. Please ensure the theme has the flexibility to allow for a number of street names 
to be suggested. Approximately 5 street names are required but we will be asking the 
developer to provide more to allow for any that may raise issues (as in accordance with the 
street naming and numbering policy - 
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/STNN%20Policy%202011_Revised_April
_2014.pdf). We will not be able to accept a theme that is a duplication of a theme already 
used in Soham. 
AGREED to put forward names of local rivers. 
 

PL66/23 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

ECDC planning 
number 

Address Description of works Comments 
(Objection/other 
material planning 
comments) 

a. 23/01266/FUL 20 Sand Street 
Soham 

Replacement windows on 
front and rear elevations and 
patio doors on rear elevation 

No comment or 
objection 

b. 23/00815/FUL The Old Grey 
Barn 23D The 
Cotes Soham 

Change of use of agricultural 
land to residential garden 
land, paddock and the 
erection of a cartlodge – 
Additional information 
received includes: 1. 
Addition of boundary 
treatment to extent of 
residential garden. 2. Use 
for paddock detailed 

Objection to change of 
use from agricultural 
land to residential. 
Concerns raised 
regarding access to 
proposal. 
Concerns raised 
regarding cartlodge and 
future development to a 
residential dwelling  
suggest conditions 
placed 

c. 23/01043/FUL 106A Fordham 
Road Soham 

First floor extension and re-
roof existing bungalow to 
create chalet dwelling 

No comment or 
objection 

d. 23/01192/FUL Rear Of 41 
High Street 
Soham 

Conversion of Royal Mail 
sorting office to residential 
accommodation 

Concerns raised 
regarding access to 
proposal over a public 
footpath. 
Lack of parking as High 
Street is already 
saturated with parking 
from developments 
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recently approved that 
include commercial 
buildings that have 
been converted into 
flats. (Barclays Bank 4 
flats, Lloyds Bank 6 
flats) 
Loss of commercial unit 

e. 23/01316/VAR Randalls Farm 
Barway 

To Vary Conditions 1 
(Approved Plans) 4 
(Boundary Treatments and 
Hard Landscaping) and 5 
(Soft Landscaping) of 
previously approved 
21/01053/RMA dated 26 
January 2022 for reserved 
matters for approval of the 
details of the appearance 
and landscaping of the 
development of previously 
approved 21/00059/VAR for 
the Proposed 3 No. two 
storey dwellings with 
integrated parking, access 
and associated site works. 

Happy to leave to the 
Planning Officer but 
would like them to 
ensure that the Bio-
Diversity is maintained 
Unsustainable 
development 

f. 23/01314/LBC 30 Hall Street 
Soham 

Replacement of windows 
and other alterations. 

Support Conservation 
Officer report 

g. 23/01291/FUL The Maples 
37B Great Fen 
Road Soham 

Access track and storage 
shed 

Loss of agricultural land 
for non-agricultural 
purposes 

h. 23/01303/FUL 71 Gimbert 
Road Soham 

Partial garage conversion to 
hair salon 

Loss of parking 

i. 23/01336/FUL Bonnie-Rock 
76 Fordham 
Road Soham 

New bungalow dwelling to 
land adjacent to 76 
Fordham Road 

Overdevelopment of 
site. Concerns raised 
regarding shared 
access.  
Support the Tree 
Officer comments 

PL67/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Monday 29th January 2024, 1pm at Walter Gidney Pavilion Soham 
 

Meeting Closed: 1:55pm.   
 
Approved & Signed  
 


